REASONS Hunbly Offered to the Confiderartomt of the Honourable th COMMONS 
of England 7» Parliament Aſſembled, againſs the Additional Impoſt of Tron Imported. 


nature, and not fit to be uſed in making Anchors and other Iron Works tor the Navy, it being impoſſible the Navy can be 
{erved, or one Ship put to Sea with Safety, without Foreign Iron ; or the Ordnance to be ſupplied with Shot or other Mate- 
rials of War. The Engliſh Iron being ſo inſufficient, that one quarter-part thereof for the Services aforeſaid cannot be ſafely made 


uſe of, there having been an Experiment made about Thirty years fince of the beſt Erg/ifþ Iron, in Crows and Shot for the Ordnance, 
it was found unſerviceable, and laid aſide. 


L F this Duty be laid upon Foreign Iron, it will put the Artificers thereof to uſe Ezg/iſh Iron , which is either brittle, or of a ſoft 


IT. That E»g/iſh Iron is not fit for Husbandry, Shooing Horſes, or any Uſe that is ſubje& to wear or ſtrain, and that this Duty would 


pueche Artificers to ule ExizÞ where Foreqgn Iron/ 18 onely proper, which would bring the Iron Manufactury under reproach here and 
abroad, to its irretre:vable Los. ; 


[NT That if this Duty be laid, it will greatly diſcourage the Importation of Iron ; ſo that ſhould the Government have any great 
Occaſion, upon ſome ſudden Expedition, or otherwiſe, the Want thereof would be of great Prejudice, no Eng/ifh Iron being fitting for Ship- 
ping : which the King of Szedey, being ſenſible of, ( and knowing the Spaniard could not Form them, although his Iron be tufficient ) 
did prohibit his Anchor Palms, with deſign to ſupply all Chriſtendom with Anchors ; which put the Anchor-Smiths in Eng/and- up- 
on the taking of the beſt means they could to procure their Palms made here, but no Iron could be found fit for that Service ; ſo that 
they are forced to make their Palms Bit by Bir of Suediſh and Spaniſh Iron, although at treble the Rate they could buy Engliſh Palms, 


IV. That the Manufacturing of Iron in England will by this New Impott be greatly prejudiced , which has met with great Enccu- 
ravement ; there being no Countrey in Europe ſo commodious for this Manuiature as England, by reaſon of the great Plenty of Coals 
and its Correſpondency with the other Parts of the World to vend the fame : which appears by the conſtant Prohibition of Iron wrought 
ro be Imported, or unwrought Exported, untill the 12th. of Caroli IT. when the Nation had a ſufficient ſupply trom Sueden : And 
the Exporting of Iron did not encourage the Encreaſing the making of it here. And that Parliament tor preſerving hereof upon granting 
a Subſidy of 12 d. in the Pound, were pleaſed to value Iron imported bur at 7/7. per Tonn, when indced worth 17/4. and wrought 
Iron Exported, not at one fourth part of the real Value; and by the great Care and Wiſedom of that Parliament in and about Thirty 
years, the Iron Manufacture is treble to what it was, and hath gained a conſiderable Trade abroad, there being above Thirty thoutznd 
Families which depend upon this ManufaQture alone. 


V. By this Duty many Smiths and Others will be ruined, in regard our Foreign Trade will be loſt ; for that the 7/olJauder will Le 
able to under ſell us ; Notwithſtanding they fetch their Iron from Sweden as we doe, and their Coals trom Enzland and Scotland, they 
having been very induſtrious in encouraging this ManutaCture. 


VI. That if this additional Duty ſhould go forward, ic woult foun bing « Decay * of- Arrificers in the 'Ancltor-Trade, in 7 VE of © 
our being ſupplied out of Zollard, under pretence of Stores; ard fo they are brought into the Nation without payment of Cuſtoms, 
there not being now ſufficient in the Kingdom to ſupply the Government upon any extraordinary occaſion. 


VII. Tt will diſcourage the making of Stcel here, (which canzot be male of Engiih rom ) by reaſon it hath not a Body that will 
tear Converſion ; there now bcing three Fourths of all the Steel thar is uſed in England, or Exportcd out of this Kingdom, made hcre ; 


when Sixty years ago 1t was all Imported, which has imployed ſeveral hundred Families in making and manutaCturing of it, who, by 
this new Impoſt, will be wholly ruin'd. 


VIII. It will be a greater Loſs to His Majeſty in the Prizes of Tron for the uſe of the Navy, and Guns and Shot for the Ordnance, 


than will be received by this Additional Cuſtome, beſides a general loſs to the Subjes, and will redound onely to the Benefit of 
thoſe who have Iron-works, and ſome Ingroſlers of Iron. 


IX. And ſhould this Duty be laid upon Foreign Iron, it muſt neceſlarily encourage the making of more Iron in Eug/and, whicti, 
n a few years, will deſtroy moſt of the Woods and young Timber, the ill Conſequences of which would be fatal to this Kingdom ; 
and therefore the Wiſdom of Parliaments have endeavoured the prevention thereot by forbidding the Felling of certain Timber, as in 
the 35 H. 8. Cap.17. the 1 Eliz. Cap. 15. Notwithſtanding which, great Abules were done to the Nation by the Makers evading 
the faid Statutes ; therefore in the 234. of the ſaid Queen, Iron-works were forbid within Twenty-two Miles of London ; And in the 
27th. year of her Reign it was cnacted, for the preſervation of Timber, That there ſhould be no more Iron-works in Suſſex, Surrey or 
Kent, and thereby all Timber is forbid being uſed for Iron-works. But notwithſtanding all the prudent Care of our Anceſtors, the 
Makers of Iron have made a Common practiſe of deſtroying young Timber, to the great detriment of the Nation ; the ways of the 
Makers of Iron in buying their Wood, being either to buy the Wood as it ſtandeth, or ſo much a Cord for ſo many Cord it ſhall pro- 
duce; and the Maker ot Iron generally hath his own Servants to Fall and Cord the ſaid Wood ; fo that there is an impoſſibility of 


preſerving the younger Timber, . without diſcouraging, the making of Iron in England, there having been formerly an Impoſition laid 
upon all Iron made in Eng/and for the diſcouraging the making thereof. 


Note, That in the Year 1661, there was a deſign of laying-an Impofition upon Iron imported ; but upon Conſideration of the 
Realons aforeſaid, the Parliament was then pleaſed to lay it aſide. 


Wherefore it % humbly Offered this Elonourable Houſe will prevent this and all other Inconveniencies, which will naturally attend 
this new Impoſt, aud encourage the Importation of Foreign Iron for the Nations advantage, 


